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Osborn: Letters of a Carpetbagger in Florida, 1866-1869

LETTERS OF A CARPETBAGGER IN FLORIDA,
1866-1869
edited by George C. Osborn
LETTERS , written by Daniel Richards to Elihu B.
Washburne, throw considerable light on the hectic days of
Reconstruction in Florida. Not only do these friendly messages
reveal much of what the author actually witnessed of the United
States military occupation in the peninsula state but a number
of referenes are made to the chaotic economic conditions which
existed generally at that time. Although Florida had fewer
Negroes in proportion to population than some of the former
Confederate states, the problem of relations between the races
was one with great complexities. At least some of the obstacles
to the establishment of good relations between the two races in
Florida just after the Civil War are revealed in these letters
of Daniel Richards.
Perhaps the most interesting parts of the letters deal with
the political activities of their author. Among those things of a
political nature, engaged in by Richards while a resident in
Florida were; organizing the Union League, urging the Negroes
to register to vote, endeavoring to raise money for political campaigns, and, most of the time, seeking to promote harmony
within the Republican party.
Both Richards and Washburne were mid-westerners from
Illinois. For years they had been friends. As a Republican member of the national House of Representatives Washburne faithfully served Richards who was one of his constituents. Although
most of these letters were written from Florida, a few of them
were postmarked at Sterling, Illinois, where Richards had gone
home on a visit.
Coming to Florida originally as a United States district tax
commissioner, stationed at Fernandina, Richards later, at his
request, was relieved of the responsibilities of a federal tax collector 1 and in 1867 he was named by the Republican national
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1. William E. Chandler to Daniel Richards June 5, 1866, in Elihu B.
Washburne Papers in Library of Congress. All of the Daniel Richards letters edited in this article are in this collection. Although for
some months Richards was to continue as a treasury agent, this letter
indicated a change.
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committee to aid in the organization of the Republican party
in Florida. As a member of the Radical Republican team - that
consisted of Daniel Richards, William U. Saunders and Liberty
Billings-Richards participated in some of the bitterest and
most corrupt political crises in Florida annals.
Fernandina, Fla.
May 7, 1866
Friend Washburne: 2
Dear Sir:
Yesterday was the first that I could get a full copy of the
report of your reconstruction committee. 3 It may be the best
under all the circumstances that can be done but still I think it
will fail in some essential particulars to attain the end designed
by the committee and the country. Under such a reconstruction
policy the ballot will now be given to the negro I fear. The inducement to do so, is now sufficient to overcome the prejudices
of the chivalry.
The great majority of these rebels care but very little about
the representation in Congress if they can only return to the
entire control of the State government and the administration
of the laws of the State. Were the proposition made to the rebels
in Florida direct to deprive them of all representation in the
national councils or they must give the negroes the elective franchise and I have not the least doubt but the vote would be
overwhelmingly against giving the ballot to the negroes. They
see that if he once gets a vote he can never be deprived of it
again, and away goes at once all control of the entire machinery
of the State government..
Under the policy as reported by your committee, the worst
rebels can hold the highest offices in the State but if the negro,
could vote there would be no doubt about the results. Although
2. Elihu B. Washburne of Illinois served as a Republican in the Congress, 1853-1869, and was, for a short time, secretary of state under
President U. S. Grant before going abroad as minister to France.
Consult Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1949
(Washington, 1950), 1980.
3. The Congressional Reconstruction Committee was a joint congressional committee created by Congress on December 13, 1865. Elihu
B. Washburne was chairman of a subcommittee to investigate political conditions in Florida, Louisiana and Texas. William W. Davis,
Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida (New York, 1913), 440.
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they are prohibited from passing or enforcing any law that makes
any discrimination among the inhabitants, still they will find
ten thousand ways to evade this if all the officers of the State
government and all the Courts of the State are constantly seeking to favor rebels and make treason both honorable and profitable. And the only effectual remedy for this in my opinion is to
give all parties interested in the laws and their execution a voice
in saying who shall make, execute and administer the same.
Laws will be passed and executed seemingly equal to all
classes but there will be such a wide range in the penalties, that
will enable them for the same offense to punish with great
severity union men and negroes, while rebels will go scot free.
Again, we have already seen here in this place what a
chance any man has who is known to be a union man before
the kind of jury these rebel sheriffs will summons. Every man
who has a drop of loyal blood in his veins is as carefully excluded from the jury as though he had the plague.
Now, if you know of any other effectual remedy for all this
but the ballot for all, which is but simple justice I will hear
you. For the same reason that these rebels were opposed to arming negroes with guns, are they now opposed to arming them
with ballots - a consciousness that it will be used against them.
A war of the races here at the south such as “Moses” 4 fears can
only be prevented by equal suffrage.
Scarcely has that war begun in earnest on the part of the
rebels with no lawful mode of resistance given to the blacks
under the state laws. These laws deprive them of all weapons
of defense and deprive them of all political rights and these
rebels shoot them down as they would wild beasts whenever
they can get them out of sight of union white men. The blacks
are secretly arming themselves and are getting thoroughly organized all over the State. And it requires no very great stretch of
the imagination to see the terrible state of things towards which
we are rapidly tending.
Such a number of negroes have been shot lately who have
been over near the mainland to fish or hunt and you, cannot get
them to go to the main land to work unless some white man
4. “Moses,” was the name given to President Andrew Johnson by the
Radicals.
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goes with them. There are 7 or 8 large saw mills just erected here
and they all want logs and there are plenty negroes to get them,
but they will not go unless accompanied by white men. They
have learned full well of the fiendish spirit that pursues them, and
were it not for the influence and control of the union men over
them they would, before this, have taken revengeance on these
men who have deprived them of everything but life, and are now
seeking to take that.
“Moses” would avoid a war of races he must distribute his
guns and ballots equally and then all will become quiet and harmonious, and as calm as the troubled sea of an adverse wind.
I write you so often I am almost ashamed to send this but
as I do not write to have you answer them, you perhaps may
take the time to read my letters.
Yours truly and sincerely,
D[aniel] Richards
Fernandina, Fla.
May 12, 1866
Friend Washburne
Dear Sir:
I have written you some five times since I came down here
and have no knowledge that you have received only two of the
5
letters - one sent you by Crippen and one to which you replied
before that.
Since I sent you the letter by Crippen I have written you
three others - one quite a large package with a newspaper in it
and a long article from Judge Smith 6 in regard to Mr. Stickney 7
and have some anxiety to know that these letters have all reached
you, as I have said something about “Moses” that I would not
like to get into the wrong parties hands. I feel some anxiety about
it from the fact that my brother-in-law writes me that he has
5. Paul Crippen was a Negro Republican who was a United States
marshall stationed at Fernandina in 1866 and a financial agent in
Florida in 1868. He was very active in the constitutional convention of 1868. Jacksonville Weekly Florida Union May 26, 1866;
Davis, op. cit., 508.
6. Probably Judge Joseph L. Smith of Saint Augustine.
7. L. D. Stickney was named 1862 as a federal district tax commissioner. He “mixed politics and private business indiscriminately and
for his pecuniary advantage.” See Davis, op. cit., 273.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol36/iss3/5

4

Osborn: Letters of a Carpetbagger in Florida, 1866-1869

LE T T E R S

OF

A C ARPETBAGGER

243

not received my letters to him. I am forced to the conclusion
that there are some mean devils between here and Washington
who are rifling our mails. I get an opportunity to send this and
have it mailed in New York. There is a determination on the part
of these old blockade runners and pirates to drive every union boat
off from the waters. Three times they accidentally run into the
Ella, a union mail boat and the last time killed 3 persons and
finally compelled her to go north.
After that our mail was brought here by unauthorized parties
or pirates. It is not to be wondered at that all letters do not go
through safe. If you will please take the trouble to drop me a
line stating about what number you have received from me and
if the package came through all right you will oblige me.
The union men in this section are feeling well today. After
waiting some three weeks after seeing the account of General
Grant’s special orders and hearing nothing more from it the rebels
here came to the conclusion that the papers had been mistaken
and that there was no such order issued. In the meantime, General Fosters had first sent an order to the Colonel in command
of the Fort here to assist the Civil authorities when called upon.
And then another, which I enclose, for the Colonel to report to
him cases when he thinks justice will not be done for his (Foster’s) action. Under this vascillating policy of Foster’s who was
trying to assist the rebels all he could they became bold again
and set the machinery of their course in motion to disposses parties of their property. For two or three days past they have been
serving notices on parties that today they should proceed to put
them out of their houses and were expecting to have the assistance
of the military to assist them if there was any resistance.
8. General U. S. Grant’s special order placed Florida under military
rule. The United States army of occupation was entrenched in power
in Florida from March 15, 1867 to July 4, 1868. Davis, op. cit.,
463.
9. General J. G. Foster was in command of Florida in 1865 when the
state became a part of the Division of the Gulf. Consult The War
of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union
and Confederate Armies, 129 vols. and index (Washington, 18801901), XLIX, Part 2, 964. Foster later became head of the Freedmen’s Bureau in Florida. United States Senate Executive Documents:
39 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 6; 43-44.
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Last night a meeting was held by our League or Club 10
and we resolved to not resist the military authorities if they should
interfere but to oppose with all the means God had blessed us
with, any attempt by the Civil authorities of the State to dispossess
parties holding their property by U.S. authority.
Rebel General Finegan 11 was the leader of the rebel force
or rather the support of the sheriff and a nice time was anticipated. The shooting irons were put in order and go ready for
use last night on Amelia Island 12 by the Union men both black
and white. The sheriff had his pockets full of writs and was to
commence the dance at ten o’clock today. The leading rebels
made a great parade of buying buck shot yesterday very publicly
and a jolly dance was in waiting for them.
This morning early we sent a committee to the Colonel of
the Fort to learn what, under Foster’s orders, he proposed to do
in case of a collision which he and all of us deemed imminent.
When our Committee arrived at his quarters the Colonel was just
opening a letter containing General Grant’s Special Order To
Florida. Of course that settled the whole thing. Had it arrived
but a few hours later there would have been a scare, [a] backdown or a nice little fight as we learn that the Military under
Foster’s orders would have remained neutral.
We shall call a special meeting of our union club and pass
some complementary resolutions to General Grant for his timely
interference to protect union men and preserve the peace of this
community.
It is a great mistake that some parties labor under at the
North then, that there are not good union men enough here
who can take the test oath, to fill all the federal offices in this
State. In a short time we will have some State organization by
which we will have some system about filling these offices in
their State.
10. The league or club obviously referred to the local Union League or
the Republican Club, created by the Republican politicians, to win
and to keep the political friendship of the Negroes. For the legal
and other aims of the Union League see Walter L. Fleming, ed.,
Documentary History of Reconstruction 2 vols. (Cleveland, 1907),
II, 3-33.
11. General Joseph Finegan was commander of the Confederate troops
in East Florida during the latter part of the war. As an unpardoned
military officer, he became one of the leading “Rebels” in Florida.
Davis, op. cit., 229 passim.
12. Amelia Island is located off the Northeast Florida coast.
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It is the opinion of the best men in the State that it is not
safe to withdraw this military from this State for a long time to
come and that the Civil rights bill can only be enforced at the
point of the bayonet. (only yesterday afternoon a colored woman,
nearly white, called at a rebel drugstore for a dose of medicine
and it was given by the rebel clerk and she sunk down before
she got home, only a few rods, and died before dark. He, rumor
14
says, gave her morphene. The agent of the Freedman’s Bureau
is having a post mortem examination today). Thus they are
seeking in all ways to take these creatures lives. A terrible retribution awaits them whenever the union people cease to be able
to restrain these blacks. The union men ought to be regarded
as the true friends of the south for the blacks have confidence in
them, and will be controlled by them. But if these rebels are
allowed to control this State and administer the laws there is,
pretty close ahead of us, serious trouble. Disfranchisement, banishment, confiscation or almost anything would be merciful to
these rebels themselves compared with giving them supreme controlling authority in all branches of the government here in the
South.
I have been receiving some documents from Washington and
have given them circulation, but all at once they cease to come.
A special agent must be sent down here and follow our man
through and find where the mischief is. I think it is at Savannah
but perhaps not.
Yours truly,
Daniel Richards
13. The Civil Rights Bill was enacted by Congress in March, 1866.
Vetoed by President Andrew Johnson, Congress repassed the bill with
the constitutionally required majorities over the president’s veto in
April. James Ford Rhodes, History of the United States Since the
Compromise of 1850 9 vols., (New York, 1882-1922), V, 580 ff.
14. The Freedmen’s Bureau was created by congressional enactment,
March 3, 1865 as a branch of the War Department. Consult United
States Statutes at Large (Washington, 1866), XIII, 507-509. One
student saw in this bureau a “form of political atavism suggestive of
. . . Modern Russia.” Davis, op. cit., 378. The best book on the
Freedmen’s Bureau is George R. Bentley, A History of the Freedmen's
Bureau (Philadelphia, 1955).
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Fernandina [Florida]
May 15, 1866

Friend W[ashburne]:
Attached to this you will find a summons from the State
Circuit Court to a party who holds property here by title from
the United States. These rebels, since General Grant’s order
arrived, have given up the notion of turning any body out of possession but are now grinding out these Civil processes and are
serving them by the hat full. The result will be to obtain judgments in their court for any amount they may wish against the
purchasers of property here, no matter what the defense. And
then annoy and embarrass men with these judgments.
I think the Colonel Commanding the Fort 15 here will notify
the sheriff and clerk not to issue or service any more of these
papers without first submitting them to him, as he considers it
a violation of General Grant’s order. He will, I think, also serve
notice on the judge of the court to dismiss these cases without
cost to defendent as the proper tribunal for them to be decided
in is the U.S. Courts and his State Court has no jurisdiction and
that he will cease to entertain these suits that are nothing but
malicious prosecutions. And which are attended with a great deal
of cost to the defendent and keep the entire community in a
state of excitement.
All costs have to be paid by the defendent before any appeal
can be taken from any of their courts. And by compelling parties
to employ and pay costs of suit and then take judgment against
them at any rate their former owners, and, at present, rebels
seek to annoy, prosecute and worry union men out so that they
will be compelled to abandon their property and leave the State.
The Colonel thinks he is justified in putting a stop to the
whole thing and requiring these rebels to so much respect the
government of the United States at least as to bring suits that
clearly belong there in the U.S. Courts.
Yours truly and respectfully,
Daniel Richards
You will notice this summons is issued at the insistance of
15. The colonel commanding the fort at Fernandina was Colonel John
T. Sprague. Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, February 15, 1867;
Saint Augustine Examiner January 5, 1867.
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Joseph Finegan, an unpardoned rebel Major General and who
is doing more to keep up and create bad feelings between parties
here, and especially towards all union men, than any other man
in Florida. I consider him today the leading rebel in Florida.
Fernandina, Florida
May 21, 1866
Dear Friend: [Washburne]
Your letter of the 10th is at hand; also the Washington Republic and Chicago Tribune from you, for which accept thanks.
I am glad to get some of my mail, and have occasionally a northern paper come through. I have subscribed for the N.Y. Tribune,
the Washington Chronicle and the N.Y. World but they have all
stopped coming. They would undoubtedly let the World come
through if they could know what paper it is without tearing off
the wrapper. But after the wrapper is torn off, it is too late to
send it along without its showing that it has been examined. So
I get no news except what these rebels will graciously let me have.
That special commissioner from the Treasury Department is
here. He has been here now a week. He is Mr. B. F. Truman,
the President’s private Secretary and also correspondent for the
N.Y. Times. As he landed here he was seized upon by these
rebels and went right into their hands.
He is a fast young man who likes good wine, champaign and
the women. These rebels soon learned how to approach him and
run him. He seems to be very gravely impressed with the importance of his mission, but if some one invites him to go and
drink, or see the women, or play billiards all day he soon becomes
entirely oblivious to the pressing necessity [of] getting along with
his investigations.
Although he may have been sent here to examine into the
conduct of Stickney, he at once fell into these leading rebels
hands, the same that I did, when I came, and they of course
seek to render the whole Commission odious and get him to report for the removal of all of us, and have new men appointed
in our places, who they hope will better do their bidding. Stickney would be very willing to go out provided he could get [Judge
Joseph] Smith and me removed too, and especially Smith. If
Stickney has not made himself rich out of the office, it is be-
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cause he has not received pay in proportion to the amount of dirty
work he has done for these rebels. But I learn he has made a
large amount and has some of it deposited with Jay Cooke & Co.,
Washington. 16
From my intercourse with him I believe Judge Smith to be
an honest man but these rebels had impressed Mr. Truman with
the belief that Stickney was honest and that Smith was the rascal
who required his attention more than any other man. Every
little triffling circumstance has been magnified by them into a
damning suspicion against Smith, which, when explained
amounts to nothing. If Mr. Truman would take the time to investigate all the charges against Smith he would find that they
were all groundless and in most instances, as is often the case
these charges and suspicious circumstances, would themselves
establish the fact beyond question of his honesty. But it would
take all summer to investigate just what complaints are already
made against him and at the close of the season there would
be more summons before him than he had acted upon.
But the great labor of these rebels is to create a sufficient
prejudice against Smith to get a report for his removal and perhaps for mine. They tell Truman I am trying to organize and
arm the blacks when the truth is they are nearly all armed, and
I think pretty well organized, and were before I came here, and
I have not spoken to more than half a dozen blacks since I came
here nor have I spent half an hour in all, talking with them since
I have been on this island. We, the Union men here, have a far
different and more difficult duty to preform and that is to restrain
the blacks from taking vengance {sic} on these infernal rascals.
The blacks know their strength and power that at anytime they
can drive every rebel into the sea, or kill him, and still the rebels
are so infatuated, so mad, such fools as to all the time be heaping abuse and illtreatment upon these poor beings. They succeed
admirably in making it hard work for the union men to keep
the blacks down and to maintain order.
But Mr. Truman seems very friendly to me and I hardly
think he will report against me. Still you can not trust a man
16. Jay Cooke and Company was the chief financier of the Civil War.
Ellis B. Oberholtzer, Jay Cooke, Financier of the Civil War, 2 vols.
(Philadelphia, 1907).
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who is nearly all the time drunk, and surrounded by such influences as he has been since he came here. I should fear these
little rebel girls here could get him to report anything they should
desire by granting him what he desires. We are trying to get
him away from these indecent influences and get him sober
enough to comprehend the real state of things here, but I do not
know that we shall succeed. I know the true union men here,
to a man, believe Stickney is a knave, and that he is in the employ of the rebels to get back their property and get other favors
for them; while they are equally as unanimous in their confidence in Smith.
Should he report in favor of the removal of any but Stickney,
it will not be to subserve the interests of justice or the treasury,
but for other purposes. It will be to gratify these rebels and
enable the President to appoint his friends to the offices: I think
these rebels have succeeded in making him believe that neither
Judge Smith nor myself are especially Johnson men, and if we
are removed, it will not be because anything is proved against
us but that.
It is a disgrace to any government worth living under, that
such a man should be sent down here, however he may report.
And I write you this in confidence that you may know the facts
as they exist.
I feel pretty safe myself but he may be induced to report
against all of us, to save the face of Stickney. He has written
an article for the Times 17 which you will see in a day or two
after you get this package.
You may if you choose and you think it may be of consequence, see Trumbull 18 about confirming any appointment in
Smith’s or my place, should the President remove either of us on
the recommendation of such a man as this Truman. It will be
an outrage not to remove Stickney, but it will be a greater outrage to remove Judge Smith.
Matters are very quiet here at present. This is the most Godforsaken place to get news, about what is going on in the rest
17. Probably the New York Times.
18. Senator Lyman Trumbull of Illinois, who served as justice of the
Illinois Supreme Court, 1848-1853 and as United States senator,
1855-1873. Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 17741949 (Washington, 1950), 1934.
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of the world, that I ever expected to live in. The whole country
might secede from Florida before we would know it. The boats
arrive here pretty regular, but not more than half of them bring
any papers. The boats, all but one, are in the hands of rebels
and they suppress or exclude from on board anything the rebels
don’t want us to read. But we hope to soon effect a remedy for
all this. We shall be able to give assurance to union boats that
they will be patronized and protected, and shall ask that the
government adopt measures to protect the mail.
Yours most respectfully,
D[aniel] Richards
Fernandina, Florida
June 7, 1866
Friend Washburne :
B. C. Truman private Secretary of the President-correspondent of the New York Times - and special Commissioner sent
by the President and Secretary McCulluck 19 [sic] has come and
did it, and gone.
Now I think it due to the Commissioners here, due to the
union party, to decency and morality and especially due to the
United States Senate as part of the appointing power that the
Senate send some decent fair man down here to examine into
the doing of the Commissioners and report the true conditions
of things in this country.
Truman was here three weeks and did not see a sober day
while here and never spent an hour’s time in the company of
union men unless his business or circumstances compelled it.
He has never counselled with union men, nor a union man,
since he has been in the State about the condition of matters
here but has spent the entire time with the leading rebels and
about the gay shops and with loose women.
At the first interview I had with him he rather introduced
himself by telling me about what kind of disposition he had
and his faults were, if he had any, that he was fond of good
wine, champaign suppers and the women. He has demonstrated
fully his talents in that direction since he has been here. Of
course I do not know how much weight his report will have
19. Probably Hugh McCulloch, Secretary of the Treasury.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol36/iss3/5

12

Osborn: Letters of a Carpetbagger in Florida, 1866-1869

LE T T E R S

OF

A C ARPETBAGGER

251

either with the Secretary of the Treasury or the President, but
he says he can set up or knock down just whom he pleases. If
so I shall expect he will report against me as arming and organizing the blacks which is of course as false as _____ and he and
those rebels who have got him to report this know it is a lie. It
is because I have used my influence in behalf of union men and
in favor of vindicating the authority of the United States and the
laws of the general government in opposition to the operation
of the States Courts to deprive parties of their rights that this
lie is told of me.
He will report in favor of the removal of all the Commission
except probably S. D. Stickney who is the only one of the commissioners against whom serious charges were ever made. Him,
I shall expect he will endeavor to defend against the charges
which, if the one half were true, would send him to the penitentary.
Stickney has been for some time in the employ and laboring
in the interests of these rebels and has betrayed his union friends,
many of whom came here upon his urgent solicitation and purchased property. And this is the man who must at all hazzards
be shielded and protected.
Of course there has been so little done since I got here that
they can find no charges of corruption against me, but if the Commissioners with whom I am to be associated are corrupt, bad men,
I certainly want it shown. But Truman’s report will show rascality
where there is none and cover up all there really is. He has travelled or staggered about from place to place and taken the statement of Tom, Dick and Harry about the Tax Commissioners
and especially the soreheads who have lost their property by
engaging in the rebellion and from them even letting the Commissioners know what these statements were. He will make up a
report upon which the highest officials in our government are
expected to base important action.
Now had you better not see Senator Trumbull and get him
to introduce and get passed a resolution appointing some man to
come down here in whom the public and perhaps the President
will have confidence and will do justice by, not only the Tax
Commissioners, but by the Union men who are struggling against
a terrible foe and feel that they cannot afford to be slandered and
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vilified by a man who claims he speaks for the President and
the Secretary of the Treasury.
At any rate Judge Trumbull can ventilate the matter and
ask the Secretary Treasury by resolution how this investigation
was pursued by Truman. But give us a man to come down here
and examine and report, if possible. I leave the matter of course
to your discretion and judgment after talking with Senator
Trumbull about it.
Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards
Fernandina [Florida]
June 11, 1866
Dear Friend : [Washburne]
Since that private Secretary left here these rebels have let
the cat out of the bag and told what he designed to do and are
in high glee over it.
I am to be reported against because of the letter of mine to
General Grant upon which was issued that special order for
this State. They obtained a copy of the letter, I think, from General Foster while Truman was here, and that is to be the real
cause of my removal if I am removed. They did care more about
that order than anything that has come across them since the
war, as it entirely upset their little schemes to deprive union men
of their rights and property and to drive them out of the State.
Foster’s interpretation of General Grant’s previous order and the
President’s proclamation of peace had pretty nearly given them
the field here and everybody here knows that the order coming
as it did saved us serious difficulty. And this man Truman has
returned to your city after assuring these rebels that I shall be
sacrificed at all hazzards, because of my influence in these matters.
Although all my sympathies and feelings were with the union
men in the contest still even if I had had no choice or had been
on the other side, my simple instinct of self preservation would
have influenced me to the course I took to settle the whole matter,
for no men would have been safe here had a collision taken place.
I do not profess or pretend to any great amount of courage
and must confess that I did not much relish the thought of having
the wild spirit of insurrection turned loose here in this place.
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Enclosed you will find a document from the Treasury Department which I am told is entirely unusual in such cases and
from what was said to my brother-in-law then I am satisfied, and
so is General Barrett, 20 that I stand a fair chance to be removed.
Sales here have all been suspended for months by the Secretary of Treasury and consequently there is nothing for the Commissioners to do and we have done nothing since I arrived here.
So it is not for official acts or official misconduct that I am guilty
but something else.
Were there ever so much to do it could not be done during
the hot months of the summer as everybody is away from home
and no one expects to do any business for three month to come.
Unconditional furloughs have always been granted the Commissioners before through the summer, and my case is made the
first exception.
Please hand the enclosed to Mr. Chandler 21 or send it to
him that he may know that I have not accepted it. I have thought
you might obtain a different furlough for me but do not know
that it is best to press the matter, and indeed I do not think it
best at present, and do not wish to make you any further trouble
about it, but just wish you to understand if I am removed what
it is for.
The picture that some of us had been organizing or arming
the negroes was abandoned last week as the leading rebels tried
all the week to get our club or members of it indicted for that
and for treason against the State and failed with a jury of their
own making, - many of them guerrillas at that. They could not
prove a single thing against one member of our Club that was
even opposed to the laws of Florida. So they had to change
their attack on me and obtain from either Governor Walker 22 or
20. Possibly General John H. Barrett, commissioner of pensions, 1866.
See Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian July 26, 1866.
21. William E. Chandler was assistant secretary of the Treasury in President Andrew Johnson’s cabinet, 1865-1867. The best biography of
Chandler is Leon B. Richardson, William E. Chandler, Republican
(New York, 1940).
22. Governor David S. Walker was an old-line Whig and an ex-Confederate, who was chosen governor in 1866. He successfully urged the
Florida legislature to reject the proposed ratification of the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Federal Constitution. See Davis, op. cit., 436437; Philip D. Ackerman, Jr., “Florida Reconstruction From Walker
Through Reed, 1865-1873’’ (Unpublished master’s Thesis, University
of Florida, 1948).
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General Foster a copy of my letter to Lieutenant General Grant.
Whatever the pretense, all charges may be against me, this
is my real offense and the leading rebels here have been heard
to boast that for this I would have to suffer.
I presume Stickney will, through the efforts of Truman, get
an unconditional furlough to go north. If there has been any
stealing, swindling, plundering done on this Commission since
it was first organized this man Stickney has had more to do with
it than any other man. And still I learn he, by Truman’s report,
is to be unexcused, or exonerated and defended and all the balance of the Commission reported against.
And such is justice under a Republican government with
the great union party of the Country in power, but administered
by Andrew Johnson through his most excellent reconstruction
policy, with Ben C. Truman as confidential adviser and tool,
whose mission it is to represent as symetrical and fair the monstrosities of government, and the perversion of law and justice.
If you deem it of consequence enough you will, if you can
get time, converse with such Senators as you may think best, and
let them know the real state of the case and apply such remedy
as you and they may deem best. I have thought best to write
you at Washington thinking you might be there as soon as this
will reach there.
Yours most respectfully
D[aniel] Richards
Sterling [Illinois]
September 11, 1866
Dear friend :
[Parts of this letter were omitted because they did not pertain to Florida.]
I think the time has gone by to sacrifice principle to save any
man’s feelings and when a man goes over to the rebel camp and
betrays his country and won’t go and hang himself, I am in
favor of doing the job for him.
“Moses” is doing a great work for us by justifying the New
Orleans riot 23 and playing black-guard all over the country. I
23. The New Orleans riot occurred July 30, 1866. There were nearly
200 casualties, largely Negroes. Rhodes op. cit., V, 611-613.
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have offered my services to the [Florida] State Central Committee
but they advise me not to resign my office. I may have been removed months ago but I hear nothing of it. I know that a
miserable Copperhead from Fernandina has been to Washington
to get my office and he may be discharging the duties of the office
down there for all I know.
Since the New Orleans riot when the President ordered the
military to sustain Civil authorities, I consider it very unsafe for
me or any such man to remain in the South. So long as General
Grant ordered military protection of the union men in the South,
as a rule it was all right. But now with such miserable doughfaces as Foster in command there whose orders reach backwards
and forwards the same, I consider General Grant’s order virtually
revoked or suspended.
So soon as it is understood that the military is to sustain the
civil authorities and not act independently of said authorities,
the Union men had better get out of that country.
In local papers there, as soon as I left, there were the most
abusive personal attacks upon me and appeals to the popular
prejudice against me - that I was a distorter of the public peace
and had come down there to organize a revolution and overthrow
the State government and had created a bad state of feeling between the Freedmen and the Rebels, all calculated to inflame and
excite public feelings towards me and intimidate me from coming
back, or to encourage an assault upon me if I did come. True,
I did aid in organizing a union club and did expect to know
that if union men could be assured protection that they would
soon organize all over the State and overthrow and revolutionize
the State government. But I never advised any other course
there than that which I supposed to be a legitimate and peaceful
one - equality by first discussion and by the ballot. But this is
not to be tolerated under the “Moses” plan and I subject myself
to the fate of the New Orleans if I attempt it.
Should I not learn anything about my removal I suppose I
shall return in some two weeks and take my chances and they
must take theirs.
Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards
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Sterling [Illinois]
November 6, 1866

Dear Friend :
It was with a feeling somewhat of sadness that I received and
read your letter last evening. I had been anticipating my pay on
salary, and had contracted some debts that seemed necessary to
enable me to support my family, and now the thing looks a little
dark and disheartening. I am poor and have received but $642
in all from my office, and have in expenses in going and coming and staying in Washington waiting for my Commission, expended nearly as much. So that if I receive no more pay which
your letter indicates, I consider that my office has been a great
pecuniary disadvantage to me. I do not say this in any complaining spirit towards you for I feel under great obligation to you
and know you have done everything for me you could and will
continue to do so, but I write this that you may know the facts.
In my fidelity to my party - to our candidates and the principles of our party, which thank God are now the governing principles of our country, I claim to be second to none. Many have
labored with more ability for the triumph of the union party,
and the ascendency of loyalty and patriotism in our country,
but none with more sincerity and singleness of purpose.
I must say as viewed from the present prospect, my removal
has hardly been as gratifying as I could wish. Had I known I
was removed or that my pay was stopped, I could have made
some money in the canvass as the State Central Committee wanted
I should take an active part in the canvass.
I wrote Rollins (the officer with whom we have to communicate) in October and asked him if I was removed, and he wrote
me that I was not nor was the thing in contemplation that he
knew of. Since then I have rested rather easy only writing some
editorials for the papers and have avoided making myself unnecessarily obnoxious by getting into the papers as one of the
Speakers in the canvass. When I arrived in Washington last July
I met that miserable Truman and he showed me a copy of a speech
he said it was reported I made on July 4th at Fernandina. It
was written out by S. D. Stickney who was not within a quarter
of a mile of it when it was delivered and of course was all or nearly all false.
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So Stickney blamed me for getting him removed and this
speech being sent to Truman. I was aware or thought at least
this was to effect me with the President, and I asked Truman
if that was not the object and he promised me it should not be
used for that purpose and that the president nor the Secretary of
the Treasury 24 should see it. I remained in Washington a week
after that and before leaving went to the Treasury Department
or rather to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue and asked
him if there were any charges against me in the Treasury Depart.
and he said there were not and if any were made against me he
would let me know that I might be heard in defense. In the meantime I drew up the written communication to the Commissioners
in reply to that reported speech of mine intending to present it
in case that charge was preferred against me. I send it also to
you now that you may make such use of it as you think best.
So my removal has not been formally acted upon yet, it may avail
something with the Dept. Still I can hardly hope for anything
favorable from that source. Of course, should I be reinstated that
would relieve the matter of the embarrassment about the pay
and I could at once, if desirable, go down there and assist in
closing up the business of the Commission. Still, understand that
I ask nothing as a matter of favor from either President Johnson or Secretary McCullough but that simple justice may be rendered me, and that I be not removed for something I didn’t say.
But in the name of God and humanity who can expect justice
from a President who will be influenced by, and act upon the advice and recommendation of such a drunken bloat as Ben C.
Truman!
I do not like to trouble you any more Mr. Washburne with
my business but without my pay from the Department the future
looks a little darker for me than before, since I have been in the
State.
Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards.
24. The secretary of the Treasury in November, 1866, was Hugh McCulloch. Rhodes, op. cit., V, 524, passim.
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Sterling [Illinois]
November 7, 1866

Friend Washburne :
Dear Sir:
In my letter to you yesterday I omitted to enclose the very
silly speech which I was reported to have made in Florida. I
send it to you this morning as it should purposely accompany
the other paper. I saw the manscript in Truman’s hands before it was sent to the Times and discovered it to be Stickney’s
and then Truman told me Stickney wrote and sent it to him
to show the President and have it published but that he should
do neither and if any other party undertook to use it against me
at the Dept. he would tell the President that I denied making any
such speech. But in a day or two I found he lied about publishing it and presumed he would use it against me and drew up the
statement sent you yesterday.
I learn that men and money have been sent on posthaste to
Washington in the interest of Sackett. Try and see that it all
does him no good. Parties acquainted with Old Thad S[tevens] 25
have you expecting to do something with him for Sackett. Sackett 26 seems disposed to protect Charley and his father-in-law
and it rather seems to deprive us of a proper organ here. S. S.
Patterson and others wished to get something into the papers
about Sackett and “where he stood” the day after the election
but not a word, casting any reflections of Sackett or Truman has
appeared since and they were handled with altogether too much
care before election to suit some of us. I think they should be
taught that there is punishment after death if not before.
Of course I shall await with great anxiety the action of the
Department on my account. I don’t want to make you so much
trouble, but will try and reciprocate as I have opportunity.
Yours respectfully,
Daniel Richards
25. Thaddeus Stevens, a Representative from Pennsylvania, who was first
elected as a Whig and later as a Republican, served in Congress
several terms and was very bitter towards the South during Reconstruction. See Biographical Directory of the American Congress,
1774-1949 (Washington, 1950), 1863.
26. The editor was unable to identify further Sackett and Charley.
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Jacksonville, Florida
November 11, 1867

Private
My Dear Friend:
27
General Conway is here and is on an extensive tour through
all the Southern States doing some very mean and dirty work
in the interest of Chief Justice Chase 28 for the Presidency. He
represents that he comes fresh from the Congressional Committee 29 and also from the National Union League 30 and that every
dollar coming South and every speaker retained in the South
depends upon his report and his report depends upon whether
the Presidents of the Leagues and leading men in the Republican
party are willing to pledge support to Chase as opposed to General Grant. Everybody here is poor and we need money very
much. And that is why I regard his mission as the more infamous.
He caught a ______ in the President of the U.S. of our state who is
the colored man sent here by the Congressional Committee and
is one of the three of our radical team 31 as we are called.
This man, Colonel Wm. U. Saunders, 32 Colonel Billings 33
27. General Conway, in his tour of the South in behalf of Salmon P.
Chase’s candidacy for the Republican nomination for president was
not very circumspect in his speeches. He was reprimanded by General J. M. Schofield. See Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, May
17, 1867.
28. Salmon P. Chase of Ohio who served as United States senator, 1861,
as secretary of the Treasury, 1861-1864 and as chief justice of the
United States Supreme Court, 1864-1873. Chase presided at the impeachment trial of President Andrew Johnson, 1868, Biographical
Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1949 (Washington,
1950), 969.
29. Probably the Republican Congressional Elections Committee which
planned the campaign strategy and aided in the election of Republican candidates, especially the candidates for membership in Congress.
30. The National Union League was an organization of a semi-secret
nature established by the Republican party to enlist the Negroes in
the South in the Republican party. In Florida the leagues were
organized by Daniel Richards, William U. Saunders and Liberty
Billings. Davis, op. cit., 470-471; Tallahassee Floridian April 16,
26, June 3, 1867.
31. The Florida radical Republican team consisted of Daniel Richards
from Illinois, William U. Saunders, Negro from Maryland, and
Liberty Billings from New Hampshire. See ibid., February 11, 18,
1868.
32. Colonel William U. Saunders, a Negro from Maryland, appeared
in Florida, 1867. He was reputed to have been sent by the Republican National Committee to perfect the organization of the Republican party in Florida. Rowland H. Rerick, Memoirs of Florida, 2 vols.
(Atlanta, 1902), I, 303.
33. Colonel Liberty Billings, an ex-official of a Negro regiment, who
settled in Florida at end of the war. Billings, from New Hampshire,
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and myself have actually created the Republican party in more
than three-quarters of our State - have swept all cliques and
factions out of existence and broken all the slates of the tricky
politicians. Of course complaints, have gone up to Washington to
lobby against all of us and particularly against Colonel Saunders
from all the leaders of all the cliques in the State.
Appeals loud, long and pathetic have been made to ____
to recall Saunders and now Conway comes from -- with the
assurance that if Saunders will pledge his influence and support
to Chase as against General Grant he will be sustained by the
Congressional Committee and we can have all the money needed.
Thank God Saunders could not be intimidated nor bribed.
He answered Conway that whether he was sustained here or recalled he would not pledge his support to any man living but
when time to act came he should go for the man that he thought
we could most surely triumph with. He was a soldier in our
army all through the war and prefers General Grant to any man
living.
Conway says the Congressional Committee is divided but
Bullock 34 is for Chase and so is Edmunds 35 of the League so
that all the funds or aid from there is hereafter to depend upon
this Presidential question. Nothing could be more embarrassing
or disastrous to the Republican party in the South at this time.
The Secretary and Treasury of our State Committee 36 has
pledged himself to Chase and now if you can control the direction
of any funds to our State, send to me or Colonel William U.
Saunders, as we shall both be very much annoyed in getting any
was “a tall, slender, blackhaired, rough, unscrupulous, hard-fisted
in offices and thrifty in politics.” Popular with Florida Negroes, he
“kissed the black babies, spoke often of God and did his best to stir
up strife between the races.” Davis, op. cit., 471.
34. Robert W. Bullock was a judge of the probate court, 1866-1868,
Democratic candidate for lieutenant-governor, 1870 and, later,
1889-1893 a member of Congress. Biographical Directory of the
American Congress, 1774-1949 (Washington, 1950) 914; J. E.
Dovell, Florida, Historical-Dramatic-Contemporary, 4 vols. (New
York, 1951), II, 563-591.
35. Edmunds of the League was probably United States Senator George
F. Edmunds of Vermont who as a Republican was active in the
Union League. Biographical Directory of the American Congress,
1774-1949 (Washington, 1950), 1119.
36. Possibly J. B. Oliver who was secretary of the state executive committee of the Conservative Party. See Tallahassee Weekly Floridian,
July 28, 1868.
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money out of his hands he knowing that we are both out and out
Grant men.
This movement of Conway-Bullock & Co. will divide and
break up the Republican party all over the South unless it is
counter attacked. All was going on well here before he came.
In our tour through the State we had, we believed and we still
believe, made the Convention and secured a majority of our
friends as delegates and also had secured control of the coming
nominating State Convention for State offices. But he comes
here and if we will not eat the dirt he turns to the very leaders
of the factions we had dethroned and proposes to give them control of all funds coming into our State if they will only cry outgreat is Chase - and of course they will do it.
Most respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards
Write me hereQuincy Florida Nov[ember] 13, 1867
My Dear Friend:
I do not expect you to reply to all my letters to you. I am
aware of the great press of business upon you and your state of
health and many of my letters I write for you to get an impression
of the situation here and ask for no reply.
I have been very ill and have only so far recovered as to be
able to come over here and see about my election to the convention for which I am a candidate from this county and expect
to be elected.
We - the radical team as we are called - including Colonel
Liberty Billings, Colonel William U. Saunders and myself think
we have secured a large majority of the friends in the Constitutional Convention 37 and also hope and expect to have something
to say about the nomination in the State Convention. 38
37. The Florida Constitutional Convention met in Tallahassee January
20, 1868. Daniel Richards was chosen president. The convention
was dominated by Negroes and carpetbaggers. See Davis, op., cit.,
491-516.
38. Upon adjourning as the Constitutional Convention February 8, 1868,
the Richards controlled “Rump Convention” organized itself into
a State Republican Convention and from its members nominated
a full state ticket. Ibid., 509.
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In coming here I rode part of the way with General Conway
an staid [sic] over night with him and heard him talk to the
other parties about General Grant. I heard him charge General
Grant with the Red River disaster. 39 He said that Banks 40
protested against it but that Grant insisted upon its being undertaken and was responsible for the disaster. He says the South
does not believe him and the South will become a unit against
him.
And this man Conway is probably receiving large pay from
the Republican party and is engaged in the infamous business of
slandering the best men in our party and the greatest hero of the
century. Conway, I wrote you, was here to pledge every union
League and all leading men in our party to Chase and [he] pretended to act by authority of the Congressional Committee and
the National Union League. He assumes to control every dollar
coming South and every speaker sent here under the auspices of
the Congressional Committee. Knowing we are terribly in need
of money here the meaning of his mission is the more appreciable.
41
The President of our League was pressed very hard but replied
that the Congressional Committee might recall him or refuse to
send him funds as soon as they planned but he would never
pledge himself to any man. When the time to act came he
should support the man for de nomination who he thought could
be the most easily elected. He was a soldier and prefers Grant to
any other man in this broad land. The Treasurer and Secretary
of State 42 and Ex-Commander has pledged himself to Chase and
if possible we would prefer to have any funds hereafter sent to
this State sent to either myself or Colonel Wm. U. Saunders of
Tallahassee. General Conway says Bullock is for Chase and is
in this thing of prostituting everything south to Chase’s interest.
39. For a brief, though good, discussion of the Red River disaster consult Joseph H. Parks, General Edmund Kirby Smith C.S.A. (Baton
Rouge, 1954), 262-266 passim.
40. General Nathaniel P. Banks was a federal military leader who
fought in the west. He supported General Grant at Vicksburg
and frequently opposed General Kirby Smith west of the Mississippi
River. Ibid., 261 passim.
41. Thomas W. Osburn was an early president of the Republican Lincoln Brotherhood in Florida. John Wallace, Carpetbag Rule in
Florida (Jacksonville, 1888), 42-44.
42. B. F. Allen was secretary of state. C. H. Austen was treasurer.
New York Times December 25, 1865.
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And another reason we wish funds sent to other parties, we
find out the Treasurer has not accounted for near half the money
that has been sent him and we are already very much embarrassed
and are uneasy about any funds in the future going into his
hands.
When you write me will you please give me the address of
the Birney in the La salle district in our State who was a candidate for Congress against B. A. Cook. Our Colonel Saunders
thinks Birney was his Colonel in the war and, if so, he wished
to correspond with him.
Most respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Lake City, Florida, November 19, 1867
My Dear Friend:
God is good and the “radical team” has triumphed. The
“humble individuals” - Colonel Liberty Billings, Colonel Wm. U.
Saunders and myself have literally created the Republican party
in Florida and made a convention with two thirds, if not threefourths, our friends. We did this in opposition to all the rings,
cliques, and slatemakers in the State and in opposition to almost
every politician in our party. We have elected about twenty
colored and twenty-six whites to the convention.
We are called by our opponents the radical mule team. And
the convention will be extremely radical. I have said that we have
done all this but I will correct this by saying that we took an appeal to the people and they have done this.
As we have learned how to do it once we expect to carry the
convention for the nomination of State officers and the legislature,
We have secured the confidence of the masses so that we do not
much fear opposition. It has been a bitter contest but it ends
gloriously and I can be President of the Convention if I will take
the position.
According to Mr. Bullock’s account there is about $1,000.
somewhere unaccounted for and he writes he has sent it to our
Treasurer. We had supposed our treasurer was honest as he is an
old abolishionist. But he may be honest in politics but we feel
that it will not be best to send any more money to him for our
State.
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I have just learned that Bullock has stopped the pay to W. U.
Saunders to date at our election. This is very much to be regretted
as we [need] his assistance to help us carry the Constitution and
the State ticket. But he refused to bow the knee and I suppose
this is the penalty. Conway’s report has reached Bullock probably.
Colonel Saunders has done infinitely more for the republican
party in Florida than any other man and has refused to aid any
faction or clique and of course the leaders of all rings, factions,
and cliques and all slatemakers are bitterly opposed to him.
If the Congressional Committee intend to give us any aid for
God’s sake keep Saunders here. We shall keep him anyway and
he may come up to Washington boldly and honoring an infinitely
higher position than Bullock holds.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Tallahassee, Florida
February 2, 1868
My Dear Friend:
You have probably seen by now in the New York Tribune
that we are having an exciting time here. We are doing nothing
towards making a Constitution and everyday for a week part of
it has looked as though we must break up in a row. When I was
elected president, I received some twenty-three out of twenty-five
votes cast. There were some thirty delegates present at organization out of forty six elected. Since that time eight or ten of
Johnson’s office holders 43 have come on and four or five of the
delegates. And they are running a hotel free of expenses and
are pouring out money and whiskey most profusely to try to break
up the organization of the convention. We have had a desperate
struggle with them and the odds are against us. Harrison Reed 44
- A. Johnson’s mail agent for this state and Georgia told Solon
43. President Andrew Johnson’s office-holders were from the southern
whites who opposed the Yankee carpetbagger-southern Negro coalition which dominated the Constitutional Convention in January
1868. Ibid., 491ff
44. Governor Harrison Reed was originally from Wisconsin and served
as chief postal agent for the National government. As a Republican
carpetbagger he was elected as governor of Florida. Davis, op., cit.,
351 ff.
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Robinson that Post Master General Randall had told him to draw
on him for $135.00 at any time he might think best. And they
are constantly canvassing and using money and whiskey to corrupt the delegates. Until for a week past they have been very
confident of succeeding in turning me out of the chair and then
reorganizing the convention and turning out some four of us of
the ‘mule team” who have been elected and ordered here by
General Pope and then run the convention and the State in their
own way.
As I wrote you nearly all of our delegates are poor. Probably
three-fourths of them had to borrow money to come with and of
course all those of easy virtue soon fall prey to these minions of
the devil and A. Johnson who has plenty of money. The contest
has been a fearful one and how it will end God only knows.
When driven to the wall I expect to refuse to yield the chair
and defy them. But we now hope we have our majority and
that as our men have all been tried as by fire, we can hold this
vote. We will put everything through under the previous question
until we get them tied hand and foot and then move ahead.
Colonel Sprague who is in the convention in the State is using
all his influence against us.
This Harrison Reed is the patriot that Lollard [?] has insisted
upon ought to be recognized and a good and true man. And we
fear the Congressional Committee has given him money as he has
just returned from Washington with money a plenty.
We can get no aid from General Mead 45 in the way of money. And we cannot even issue any script until this contest is
ended as the opposition wish to do that themselves after reorganizing the convention.
We are borrowing of our friends in every direction so as to
prevent our delegates becoming dependent upon the opposition,
but it is a heavy expense and a hard strain on us. Had Congress
or the Congressional Committee aided us to a united extent in
our pressing present need one might perhaps have escaped this
terrible disgrace, or at any rate we could have averted it in part,
I hope for the best, but I tremble when I think what we have
45. General George G. Meade served for some time as the commander
of the Third Military District which included Florida. He was
staioned at Atlanta. Ibid., 520 passim.
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got to encounter on Tuesday again. We outvoted them yesterday
by our majority and we think we can hold it but God only knows
what money and whiskey will accomplish.
Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards
Tallahassee, Florida, Feb[ruary], 11, 1868
My Dear Friend:
I wrote you last week of our difficulties and dislike to trouble
you so often but as the whole matter may come before General
Grant and Congress I know you will pardon me for making a
brief statement of the situation.
At our meeting in Convention on the 20th of January 46
there were 30 members out of the 46 elected present and there
were but 2 votes cast against me or the organization at that time.
We adopted standing rules for the Convention by a unanimous
vote. We required by our rules, the members to take an oath
to support the Constitution and laws of the United States and the
Constitution of Florida.
We pretty soon found that the largest hotel in the city was
being run free, with plenty of money and whiskey, and that an
effort was being made to break up our organization. Every delegate was subjected to the severest temptation by promises of office and the offer of large sums of money and all who could be
corrupted by whiskey, offers of office or money were enlisted in
behalf of the disorganizers. The first struggle comes on the question of elligibility of some four members who had been elected
by large majorities and returned as elected by General Pope after
the whole question had been contested most vigorously before
him. The whole subject was postponed by a large majority until
the 1st of March and we supposed we could then proceed to
make a Constitution.
The next effort made by the revolutionists was to put a man
in the convention, who had not been elected nor included in General Pope’s 47 order calling us together. I then decided that our
46. At the opening of the Constitutional Convention at Tallahassee on
January 20, there were apparently only 29 delegates present. See
Report of the Secretary of War, 1868-1869 I, 93. House Miscellaneous Documents, 40 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 114; 1.
47. Major General John Pope was named by President Andrew Johnson,
1867, as commander of the Third Military District, composing
Georgia, Florida, and Alabama. Davis., op. cit., 454.
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convention had no authority to put members into it or turn delegates out as there was nothing in the Parliamentary practice
which had become common law giving us such authority, nor was
there anything in the reconstruction acts confering upon us such
power. All such questions were by law left to General Pope and
he had decided them.
At this time we had 43 members in attendance only 41 of
which have taken and subscribed to the oath. We have never had
but 43 here at all. On a motion to recommit a report of the Committee on Eligibility, the contest was commenced again.
All the office holders under Johnson 48 had been at work
with promises of offices, whiskey and money some ten days and
the struggle was becoming fearful. The outside pressure was
49
perfectly awful. Randall (Post Master General’s brother)
was here aiding the opposition with money and promises. For
three long days I let the debates go on and then brought them to
a vote which was a test of the relative strength and the opposition
was beaten by the close vote of 22 to 21.
We then adjourned to the next Tuesday and when we got
together on Tuesday not one of the opposite came near but they
had all left the city. Most of them it seems, had absconded to a
city 50 about 25 miles from here and then sent messengers out
after two of the delegates elected who were not expecting to come
near the convention as they were too much in sympathy with the
rebels to attend our convention.
We went to work on Tuesday most vigorously to make a Constitution. We had been very much annoyed by the outside lobby
and for some hours each day Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
we sat with closed doors but published all our proceedings every
morning. We got our Constitution completed and signed on
Saturday and sent a messenger to confer with General Meade
and adjourned over until next Saturday.
48. Obviously President Andrew Johnson. The best biographies of him
are Lloyd P. Stryker, Andrew Johnson, A Study in Courage (New
York, 1929) and Robert W. Winston, Andrew Johnson, Plebeian
and Patriot (New York, 1928.)
49. Edward M. Randall was a New Yorker who moved to Jacksonville in 1866. As an active carpetbagger, he was named by Governor Harrison Reed to the Florida Supreme Court 1866 and served
until 1885. Dovell, op. cit., II, 685.
50. Monticello.
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Last night the absconding delegates came back in force and
after midnight broke into the Capital and between the hours of 12
and two o’clock they went through the farce of organizing the
convention.
We learn that they have succeeded in getting the two delegates who have never been in the Convention to join them and
now claiming we acted all the time without a quorum and that
they now have a majority and ask to be recognized as the convention. As we never had occasion to record the yeas and nays
our minutes of course do not show but what there was always
a majority of the delegates present and we did have a majority
of all even in attendance and sworn in. We made a rule that a
majority of those delegates legally qualified and sworn in should
constitute a quorum.
Today the battling, absconding, disorganizing delegates are
in session. Our Constitution has gone to General Meade for his
approval and we expect this other concern will turn out another
Constitution in a few days and then somebody in authority must
decide between the two.
I have no fears in relation to the ultimate result. We have
an excellent Constitution and if General Meade will let us go to
the people with it, we will see that it is ratified by an overwhelming majority at the polls. We have put a State ticket in
nomination that will sweep the State and all are now ready to
swing out into the canvass.
We disfranchised just those Congress has disfranchised by
the reconstruction Acts, and removed disability by a vote of twothirds of the legislators, provided for common schools and a homestead law and provided that all charters granted shall be subject
to be amended or repealed at any time.
We do not interfere at all with private rights but all property
is to be taxed equally throughout the State and a poll tax of not
more than one dollar exclusively for school purposes. No distinction is to be made on account of race or color in any systems or
institutions with the State.
We feel quite certain that our Constitution will be popular
with our people and acceptable to Congress.
Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
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Tallahassee, Florida
April 8, 1868
My Dear Friend:
I find on arriving here that the elements of society are in
great confusion. A perfect reign of terror is most imminent. The
public journals nearly all justify the operation of the Klu Klux
Klan and it seems to be not only a very dangerous but a very
extensive organization. Threats of violence against all those who
dare oppose the adoption of the Rebel Constitution 51 come from
high quarters so that we are not permitted to question their
purposes.
With the certainty that all cases will have to pass through
the Civil Courts with rebel officers and rebel juries to try them
and with so large a proportion of the military in sympathy with
the villians, they feel quite confident that they can carry out their
threats with impurity.
Bishop Pearce 52 says that he traces these threats of mobviolence to parties who certainly mean what they say. They
intend to attempt to mob those who oppose the Reed-rebel Constitution the first time they hold any meeting beyond the immediate vicinity of a military post. We shall try it and take the
consequences.
At a public meeting a few nights ago at Bishop Pearce’s
church a vile woman was found in the room with a loaded revolver, furnished her for some evil purpose, and it is more than
suspected that she was expected to shoot some one of the speakers at said meeting.
51. The “rebel constitution" refers to the constitution which finally
emerged from the Constitutional Convention after Billings, Pearce,
Richards and Saunders had been expelled on the grounds of noncitizenship in Florida. Davis, op. cit., 511-516. After expulsion
Richards went to Washington to influence Republicans in Congress
to reject the rebel constitution. The Tallahassee Weekly Floridian
declared that both Johnson and the rebels opposed the Constitution. This paper was against the apportionment for state Senate
as provided for in the Constitution. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian,
March 31, 1868.
52. Bishop C. H. Pearce was a leader of the Negro Methodists in Florida during Reconstruction. Born in Canada, Pearce came to Florida
as the war came to a close. On occasion Pearce traveled to Washington with a letter of introduction to Elihu B. Washburne. Daniel
Richards to Elihu B. Washburne, May 7, 1868, in Washburne
Papers, Library of Congress.
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What the union men of this state now need above all things
else, is that the Civil officers and Courts of justice shall be in
thorough sympathy with law and order, and the prompt punishment of crime. Without this, four times the military force now
here will afford but little justification to persons or property in
this State.
Learning that I had returned, hundreds of our union friends
got together last night and sent for me to come and talk to them.
I did not dream of any such gathering until the messenger arrived.
Some of the leading rebels were there to hear and I trust to impress upon the people that it was best to vote down that Constitution. I flatter myself that I succeeded pretty well from the
enthusiasm shown.
For the purpose of having a Common center around which to
rally and to hold our friends together we have put a ticket in the
field for State officers. You need not be very much surprised if it
gets a very large vote in the State.
The rebels are all going to vote for the Constitution and have
put a ticket in the field for the purpose of preventing our putting
up any other ticket than Reed. They all expect to support Reed
when election day comes. This is their game, but it won’t win.
The following is our ticket - all white men.
Governor, Samuel Walker; Lieutenant Governor, Wm. H.
Christy; Member of Congress Liberty Billings. Not one of them
wants the office he is running for and all our friends will unite
to vote down the constitution.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Tallahassee, Florida
April 14, 1868
My Dear and Honored Friend:
The colored people here are terribly exasperated towards
Colonel Saunders. The feeling is universal that he has sold out
and betrayed the best interests of the race. We shall restrain
them from any threats or personal violence. But it will require
some effort to do so. The only punishment these people recognize
as adequate to a great offense is bodily harm.
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When we recollect how long and how much the race have
suffered we can hardly wonder at their feeling towards one of
their own color who would throw them back into the very jaws
of death again.
Notice has been given out a number of days that the Colonel
would speak here tonight. But he will have to talk to rebels. Had
he remained true to his principles and his people, there is no
room in Tallahassee that would have held one fourth part of the
colored people alone. But if there is one dozen out to hear him
tonight I shall be mistaken.
The rebels are organizing rapidly and will all support the
Constitution. They had put a ticket in the field so as to keep us
from nominating another ticket and induce us to all go for Reed.
If Reed can get considerable of a vote from our party, the rebels
all will wheel in and vote for him at last.
The leading rebels in the country here take an active part
in getting Reed meetings up. A rebel by the name of Houston 53
who has with his own hands whipped to death more than one
colored person, and who is now president of this R[ail] R[oad]
Company, sent his carriage to the depot three times for Colonel
Saunders to take him to his own house when he arrived. They
hope to get Reed for provisional governor even if the Constitution
is rejected by Congress.
Had we the money to pay travelling expenses, we should
hope to sweep the State for our ticket and against the Constitution. We shall give the opposition a good scare as it is, and were
the registration boards in the control of honest men, we could
show a good result from our efforts.
Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Tallahassee, Florida, April 20, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
Colonel Saunders this morning in trying to bribe and buy up
Reverend C. H. Pearce 54 offered him a check on Bullock. What
53. Colonel Edward Houston was interested in the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Company which desired a railroad from Pensacola to
Jacksonville. George W. Pettingill, Jr., The Story of the Florida
Railroads, 1834-1903 (Boston, 1952), 24-26.
54. See footnote No. 52, supra.
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does this mean? Is there any change in the purpose of the Congressional Committee in reference to funds being used for the
Rebel Reed party here? Or is Bullock operating himself, as I believe he always has, to render them aid and comfort? I should not
be surprised if Saunders has to leave the State. Bishop Pearce
will give him no quarters and will at the very first opportunity
publicly expose his villainy.
This settles the fate of the Reed party in Florida, when the
Bishop “moves upon the enemy’s works.” The leaders shamelessly
boast of buying up men and are not at all reserved in saying that
as they have control of the Boards of Registration 55 they shall
succeed anyhow.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Station No. 4. Florida
April 21, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
I wrote you yesterday and now annoy you with another letter.
But you are not required or expected to take any of your valuable
time to reply to any letter I may write you unless I express a
desire for an answer.
Colonel Saunders has abandoned his own canvass that he had
arranged and is following me and crowds himself to every meeting called by me. He is very personal and abusive so as to divert
the attention from the horried features of the Constitution. We
have a letter over his own signature in which he threatens assassination to (or clearly intimates it) Reverend C. H. Pearce, Colonel Billings and myself.
We now expect to defeat the Constitution. The time is short
but the tide is getting in strong against the Constitution and the
Reed ticket. If we were sure of a fair election, we should be
certain of success.
I met Saunders at a meeting in Tallahassee on Saturday evening; his reporter challenged [me] to the issue and my friends
are in ecstacies and rebels and all parties say I “cleaned him out.”
55. Boards of registration were created by the military commander to
register the voters as provided for by Congress. Ossian B. Hart
was named superintendent of registration. Saint Augustine Examiner, June 29, August 19, 1867. Davis op. cit., 466 ff.
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I did not attack him personally nor impugn his motives. His
speech was nothing else but abuse. Until long after midnight
shouts could be heard all over the city of “hurrah for Richards.”
He will not get anybody to hear him speak again in Tallahassee.
56
That Major Alden has returned and brings evidence that
Saunders is acting upon his conclusion that Bullock is favoring
the Reed party and is deceiving our friends in Congress. I called
to see Logan 57 twice while there but did not get to see him nor
any other member of the Executive Committee at all. As Bullock
so badly wanted to sustain the Reed party, and had by his letters
to parties here done more to bring about a disruption of our convention than any one man. He may have obtained the endearment of his committee to the Reed party and Constitution. At
any rate Saunders says so publicly and privately and is offering
to give checks to Bullock. You will know that Bullock regarded
Saunders of a corrupt, bad man when Saunders was opposed to
Reed and that clique. But when Saunders in that letter to the
Colonel came out for Reed what a highly complimentary editorial
Bullock gave him. And now I fear he is privately, if not by
authority, rendering that party all the aid possible. He evidently
fears you very much, and troubles when he excites your displeasure. But he thinks he can play this fine enough to deceive
you.
Most Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards

Lake City, [Florida], April 29, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
The Freedmans Bureau Agents all over this State are allowing the impression to be given and in many instances saying so
themselves that rations will be denied these starving people unless they vote for the Rebel Reed Constitution and for the Reed
56. Possibly Major George J. Alden who become secretary of state in
Florida, 1868, See Ackerman, op. cit., 135.
57. John A. Logan was in military service in the Mexican War and
in the Civil War. He served in Congress as a Democrat and later
as a Republican. As a Republican, he served as a United States
senator, 1871-1877. Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1949 (Washington, 1950), 1472.
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58
has issued an order for the people
ticket. Colonel Sprague
to vote to ratify the Constitution. With these ignorant people
this will have the effect to make them think they must vote for it.
Most Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards

Jacksonville [Florida]
May 6, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
Your letter of April 28 came night before last. I also did
receive a letter from you dated 7th April for which I promptly
thanked you in a communication in relation to our campaign in
this state.
But as all my letters have to run the gauntlet of Reed’s mail
carriers and postmasters they have undoubtedly appropriated that
letter as they have a great many others to and from me. Thank
the Lord some of the villains have been so beneficial as to boast
of having opened the mails and taken out and changed and
made use of our letters, and we will now see if these men cannot
be punished.
I feel quite certain that. the Constitution is defeated. The
military have attempted to give the Reed party entire control
of the polls during the election, but this in many places has had
the effect to exasperate the opposition, and unless there are gross
frauds in the returns which I very much fear that Constitution
has gone to the “tomb of the Capulets.”
Never did so few men have such fearful odds against them.
We have won the respect of all classes throughout the State by
our straight-forward consistant course. We have compelled the
rebels even to pay us the highest compliment as compared with
the Reed party.
And now the voting is over, the leading rebels come right
out and tell us that those infernal villains, who broke up our convention are striving to now be recognized as the Republican party
of Florida. While they were at work making this Constitution
[they] were patting these rebels on the back and promising them
58. Colonel J. T. Sprague of the Seventh Infantry in the Army of Occupation in Florida was placed in command of the District of Florida with headquarters at Tallahassee. United States Senate Executive Documents, 40 Cong., 1 sess., No. 14, p. 93.
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that they would make a Constitution that would suit them. They
deliberately pledged themselves to all the leading rebels in the
State that the Constitution should be entirely satisfactory to him,
and they in turn argued to support it. But when the officers were
to be provided for, and the Reed party did not even give them
a smell, but expected, the rebels to do all the voting to sustain the
Constitution; this created an “unpleasantness” which has steadily
been increasing in the happy family ever since. The rebels then
put another ticket in the field which they have probably elected
and they have pretty generally voted against the Constitution
which they solemnly promised to support. In this the rebels acted
with us who always opposed the Constitution. They entertain
towards us the very best of feeling and the highest respect, while
they loathe and despise the Reed party. This is the kind of reward
always bestowed upon those who will cringe to, fawn around,
and endeavored to make terms with these Southern men. I
have never treated them any other way than as criminals, and
have denounced them publicly, and always call them rebels; still
I have not the least doubt but I can get the indorsement of all
the leading rebels in the State for Provisional Governor if all are
to have one.
Without lowering the standard of the Republican party a
hair’s breath and turning neither to the right nor the left in my
efforts to secure to the people of our State a good government.
I flatter myself that I today stand infinitely better with all intelligent men of all parties than ever before since I have lived here.
But God knows that I hope the next news from the North
will be that Jonhson is removed. We must have a change here.
The strain is a little too much for me to stand long. I will
enumerate some of the influences we have had to contend with
here, and of course you can read this letter when you have the
spare time.
The Reed party have had control of every newspaper published in the State until they and the rebels fell out. They have
had entire control of the telegraph news. They have had criminal
control of all our mail. The military has assisted them to the last
extent and only General Meades’ recent and excellent orders have
prevented the military or restrained them from giving countenance
and protection to the most outrageous frauds on the part of the
Reed party.
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The Railroads of the State were entirely at their command.
The Governor and all the civil authorities were in active sympathy with them.
The actual fund for the Freedman has for months been maliciously preverted to secure support for the Reed party. And other
provisions furnished for these poor starving people have been given or withheld by the agents of [the Freedmans’] Bureau as the
applicants were for or against the Reed Constitution and ticket.
The Reed party have had and now have plenty of money obtained
from somewhere to corrupt our people. And at last a General
Littlefield 59 lights down here in Jacksonville and offers parties
large sums of money to support the Reed ticket and says Bullock
sent him here to try and effect a compromise by buying up men
for the Reed party.
If hell has not turned loose all its imps against us then it must
be a big and roomy place.
Most Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Jacksonville, Florida, May 13, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
Can I do any good in showing up the Red party and Constitution by coming to Washington. We don’t want the re-Construction Committee to attempt to fix up the matter as in the
Alabama case and I presume they will not.
The parties who broke up our Convention and the Republican
party of Florida have tried their hand at making a government
for us. And I am sure Congress will judge them by their works.
With all their boasted majorities I presume the correct returns will show that less than one-third of the registered voters
in our State have voted to ratify that Constitution.
And Randall’s mail agent - Reed - has received less votes
than the Constitution.
It will be seen that this is too weak a party to even attempt
the government of a State. There is no safety nor justice in it.
Most Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
59. General Milton S. Littlefield of Maine was one of the incorporators
of the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad. See Laws of
Florida, 1869, Chapter I, 716 No. 4.
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Jacksonville, Florida, May 18, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
It is now assertained that Harrison Reed on the day of election, in order to defeat a colored man who is a good republicannot only voted for one of the bitterest rebels in the State for State
Senator, but advised all his friends to do the same. He voted for
the rebel county ticket, knowing that his could not be elected,
and hoping thereby to defeat the regular Republican ticket. He
is a nice man to be asking anything at the hands of Republicans.
It is with sadness we learn that the greatest traitor [President
Johnson] of the century is acquitted. News of the failure to
convict Johnson will be like brush fire throughout the entire
South. May God Save our country from the consuming conflagration.
The eyes of rebels sparkle like those of the firy serpent. They
hope they have found their “lost cause” and think they see it.
I am not certain but they are right.
Most Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards
Jacksonville, Florida
May 28, 1868
Honorable E. B. Washburne:
Dear Friend :
I wish to call your attention to the fact that the Florida Union
- Reeds organ and the only professedly republican paper now
published in our State is out today and it contains no indorsement
of the nomination of General Grant. This is in perfect keeping
with the whole thing, and is significant.
One year ago Reed struggled hard to have the name Republican changed to Conservative for the Union party of Florida,
as he said, so as to get the rebel support. I told him to change
our flag and he would get more of them to act with us still. He
has pledged some of the best offices in our State to the vilest rebels
and drawn the resolution in the nominating convention to remove
their disabilities.
I received your letter of the 28 and am very much obliged
for it and feel relieved in receiving it as I feared it had fallen
into the hands of the Philistines!
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At the election in Madison County I learn that the ballot box
had a slide in the bottom and at night was sealed only on top.
In Leon County after the first day, the ballot box was kept out
of sight of the voters, in a sort of desk. Everybody attending that
election knows that there must have been enormous frauds at
the poll. In Gadsden County, the bestmen there are satisfied that
the voters were swindled by the election board. The same board
in that County commenced stuffing the box last fall on the election of delegates but they were told that their operations were
known and then they held up.
And their leading speakers have shamelessly boasted that
they would make the returns - Elect Reed & co. and ratify the
Constitution.
Enclosed is a rebel paper with some account of the villany of
the Reed party and the military. Reed now says his father is going to stay in Washington all summer if necessary to carry that
Constitution. He says they are going to try and have Florida
added to the omnibus bill in the Senate. Wilson 60 did favor this,
but now the Chicago Convention is passed he may see things
differently.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Saint Augustine, Florida
June 2, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
I learn that the plan of the Reed party now is to make a
flank movement on Congress. Next week they expect to get the
legislature together at Tallahassee, inaugurate their Governor and
Lieutenant Gov. 61 and then get General Meade to Constitute the
concerned provisional government for our State.
They have swindled and cheated the people and now they
mean to try it on with Congress, and defy their wishes nad choice
in the matter.
60. Possibly James F. Wilson, a congressman from Iowa in 1868. See
Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1949 (Washington, 1900), 2028.
61. A native of Wisconsin, Harrison Reed had lived in Florida since
1865. He was inaugurated governor, 1868 with William H. Gleason
as lieutenant-governor. Rerick, op. cit., I, 305 ff.
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General Grant can, of course, save us from these hungry
wolves, and somebody should at once give us a good loyal government that decent men can live under. Patriotism is passing
through a consuming fire in this country.
Most Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Saint Augustine, Florida
June 6, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
Should General Meade recognize either Reed as governor or
the legislature as provisional for our State it will be a great disappointment to all true republicans and it should not receive the
sanction of General Grant.
Were we in the Union, the whole Reed party would wheel
into line with the rebels to carry the State against General Grant.
And under that Constitution with the patronage and all rebels,
voting, they would succeed.
It is now talked here that Post Master General Randall is
expeted to come to Florida so as to get sent back from here to the
U.S. Senate.
The spirits are gathering at Tallahassee and are on Monday,
I believe, to inaugurate the provisional government for our State.
Yours most respectfully,
Daniel Richards
Jacksonville, [Florida]
June 15, 1868
My dear friend Washburne:
I received yours, of the ninth and also yours of May 23 and
for which please accept my thanks.
All kinds of false reports have been in circulation here purporting to have come from Washington. Colonel Sprague has
told the story a number of times that he had dispatches from
Washington that Florida was admitted. I had believed this was
done to induce the members of the legislature to come together
so that they could go through with the performance of electing
Sprague or somebody else as United States Senator.
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I thank God and our good friends in Congress that we are
spared that doubly distilled damnation of a Reed government
under that rebel constitution. I have no means of knowing to
what extent Chase and his friends have succeeded in manipulating the party machinery here in the South. I do know that a great
effort was made in this State even up to a late date, and I am
perfectly certain that the Reed Electors will never support General Grant if by voting against him they can defeat him and I have
fears that some of the other unconstructed states may not be
under the control of our friends. These Southerners here who
have the best means for information anticipate a heavy vote for
Chase should he be the candidate. Still, you, in Washington who
have a more comprehensive view of the whole field ought to know
very much better than we can.
62
H. Brisbee Junior has applied for the office of United States
District attorney for the northern district of Florida. His name
is to be handed in by the Post Master General Randall and it is
the Randall-Reed influence that brings him forward. Of course
we cannot get anyone appointed, but we here shall feel that our
friends and the party in this State will not suffer by it should
Mr. Brisbee not be confirmed by the Senate. He is not a friend
to General Grant nor to the Grant Men.
Most respectfully and truly yours,
Daniel Richards
Jacksonville, Florida
July 2, 1868
My dear friend Washburne:
Yours of the twenty-third is at hand. Since the contest here
is over I sincerely hope to get my Petters more regularly.
I wrote you that I desired to actively engage in the canvass in
this state and try and close up the break in our party so as to,
if possible, carry the state for Grant and Colfax. 63 But the dis62. Horatio Brisbee Jr., was United States district attorney for the
Northern District of Florida. He served as an attorney to prevent
the ousting of Lieutenant-Governor William Gleason. See Ackerman, op. cit., 148-152.
63. Schuyler Colfax was an Indiana congressman, 1855-1869, speaker
of the House Thirty-Eight-Fortieth Congresses and vice-president
1869-1873. Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 17741949 (Washington, 1950), 1003.
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position shown towards some of us now, the thing is all over, is
far from conciliatory. And as the whole party organization is in
the hands of the Reed Party we can receive no countenance or
support from the State Executive Committee. They seem to fear
to have seven of us go before the people lest we may get a foothold
again and be in somebody’s way heretofore. This must not be
allowed. As we need every Republican vote to succeed in this
state and may need the three votes of Florida to save our cause.
No proscriptive, vindictive or jealous feelings must now enter into
the coming contest. They have succeeded and can afford to be
generous. But they will know the means by which success was
attained and it gives them a certain “fearful looking for” in the
future which does not put them in a pleasant mood towards
those who drove them into such a close career and compelled
them to such baseness.
You should see General Logan 64 and have him, as a member
of the Congressional Committee, insist upon it that a portion of
the means furnished our State by said committee should be given to those who will have to do the work to carry the State, if it
is carried at all. We shall not get a dollar from our State Executive Committee and those acting with me are truly the representative men of the Party and can do more to hold the Party
together than all others in the state.
White Republicans are not going to vote the Copperhead ticket but there must be hard work done to keep all the colored
voters in line when the rebels make a vigorous canvass. And those
hobnobbing between the Rebel Party and rebels has had the effect
to relax and surrender party ties here among the colored men.
The weight of Colonel Billings little finger today is greater
than the hand of any Reed men among the colored voters. He has
always proved true to them and to principle and they confide in
him. And there are forces that it will not do to ignore and hope
to succeed in this State. But then the State Executive whatever
they may promise us can get no aid.
Please confer with General Logan and any others you may
think best to see what they propose to do in the matter. The
64. See footnote No. 57, supra.
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Republicans cannot carry a single Southern State unless there
is harmony and hard work throughout our lines.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
Daniel Richards
Fernandina, Florida
July 19, 1868
My dear friend Washburne:
It would seem that the career of madness and folly which
Congress entered upon when they adopted the Florida Constitution is not yet at an end.
I have just learned that your Congress have removed the
political disabilities of many rebels in the South and some in
Florida. If I could know just how many and who they are in
Florida and then could tell about how many of them Reed would
appoint to the highest offices in the State I could guess pretty
near about how much of a Republican Party there would be in
our state at next fall’s election. I hear that Tom Song is now
the judge in this judicial circuit and one of the vilest and bitterest rebels in all the state - one who has had complaint after complaint sent up against him for his disloyal utterances and acts
within the time we have been living under the reconstruction acts,
has been relieved by Congress of disabilities and appointed a
judgeship by Reed. He gets $3,500 a year. Song is one of the
vilest and lowest and most unprincipled men that you ever met.
But he did some very dear work for Reed and his construction
and gets his reward for it.
Westcott 65 of Tallahassee is another very vile bitter rebel
and he too gets rewarded and a position in Reed's Cabinet.
You know enough of politics to see just what would become
of our party in this state under this management of Reed and
Company.
There is not a single prominent rebel in Florida but what has
opposed the Congressional plan of reconstruction from the start
and you do not have to get very near them to feel their hot
breath loaded with curses against the government, the union and
all union men. And it cannot be wisdom that rules the coun65. James D. Westcott was attorney-general in Governor Harrison Reed’s
cabinet and was later named by Reed to the Florida Supreme Court.
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cils of our party at Washington and relieves such men of their
disabilities so that they may obtain the highest positions of power
and trust in our land.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
Daniel Richards
Tallahassee, Florida
January 6, 1868 [9]
PRIVATE
My Dear Friend Washburne:
It is believed by those who have investigated the matter that
the election of Gilbert 66 to the United States Senate from this
State was irregular and illegal. It is now proposed to go into an
election at this session of an United States Senator in the place
of Gilbert for the long term. For my unsolicited efforts to stop
the disgraceful impeachment farce. 67 I have the cordial friendship and support of Governor Reed and of many others for the
position. The Billings wing of the Republican Party in this
State has thus far been entirely ignored and we claim to represent a very large proportion of the voting strength of the party.
Governor Reed seems now to fully comprehend the necessity
of making terms with us so as to have a party to back him in
the future.
It seems the last chance in the State to harmonize sufficient
discontented elements to form a respectable party out of and
the governor is anxious for my election on that account.
Now you can be of infinite service to me by writing to any
friends you may have here in my behalf. And you can get others
in both houses of Congress to aid me by advising their friends
in the legislature that my election would be agreeable to the
party in Washington. But above all any intimation from you will
have great weight and if it can be given without any impropriety
I shall be very grateful for it. With me the change within a
very few short months is wonderful. But a few months ago I
was hunted like a wild beast by a pack of wolves and the effort
66. Abijah Gilbert was a New York carpetbagger who moved to St.
Augustine in 1865, and was elected as senator from Florida. He
served in the United States Senate from 1869 to 1875.
67. Governor Reed was impeached but not convicted.
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was made in earnest and with malice on the part of all parties
to drive me from the State.
Today all parties are calling on me for aid and an extra train
of cars is sent by the Governor 160 miles to bring me to this
place and to his aid. All now own that I was right and that it was
an outrage to break up our Convention and to defeat our constitution.
And the Governor now asks of what is called the Billings
party that he had ignored and prescribed “what be can do to be
saved?” A government without a party has been found to be
an impossibility.
The Governor probably will not be impeached. He may be
guilty but my God look at the leprous hands upraised against
him. All the villians [who] nearly broke up our Convention,
elected Reed and the Constitution are now opposed to the Governor and if he is sustained a long row of as vile political land
pirates go down as ever figured in the politics of any country.
Most sincerely your friend,
Daniel Richards
Tallahassee [Florida]
January 7, 1869
My dear friend Washburne:
The question is being agitated here about the election of a
United States Senator in place of Gilbert. It is claimed that his
election was irregular and illegitimate and it now looks as though
the legislature would proceed to elect some man in his place.
There is now a disposition shown on the part of Governor Reed
to attempt to harmonize and heal all divisions in our party by
electing me to that office. 6 8 Thus far all of the real representations of voting strength of our party in the state has been
ignored and proscribed. It is now found unwise and unsafe to run
a government without a party. I think my chances are pretty
fair but any suggestion from leading members of our party in
Washington in my behalf would have strong weight in the coming
election. We elect, if at all, on the nineteenth and if members
of Congress who have friends in the legislature here could be
68. Gilbert remained in office and Richards did not go to the United
States Senate.
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induced to suggest to these friends that my election would be
acceptable to the party then I should consider my calling and
election sure. But above all I would desire your influence in my
behalf in any way you can use it without an impropriety.
Governor Reed acknowledges my services in ending the impeachment farce and he will do all in his power for my election.
He has found that the villians who broke up our convention are
just as willing to break up his government whenever they find
they cannot control it. And he dares not trust them further,
and wishes to make terms with me, and [with] what is called
the Billings Party. He feels that in doing so he consolidates the
real strength of the Republican Party and renders its future
success certain.
Please let me hear from you by letter or by telegram at once
on receipt of this and if not too much trouble, see the other
members and Senators who will advise with their friends here
upon the subject at once.
Most respectfully and truly your friend,
Daniel Richards
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